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foundation of an educated electorate.  
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Introduction

The smarter the journalists are, the 
better off society is. [For] to a 
degree, people read the press to 
inform themselves-and the better 
the teacher, the better the student 
body. 

–Warren Buffett
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Media in Democracy

The media has changed. We 
now give broadcast licenses to 
philosophies instead of people. 
People get confused and think 
there is no difference between 
news and entertainment. 
People who project themselves 
as journalists on television don't 
know the first thing about 
journalism. They are just there 
stirring up a hockey game.

-Gary Ackerman, former U.S. 
Congressman
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Local TV’s Role
The purpose of local is to see, 
know, care about and 
understand your community.

-community member 
response,

“Why does local matter? 
Let’s ask our audience.”

Poynter Institute
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2 Service agreements include joint sales/service agreements, shared services agreements, local 
marketing agreements, and local news sharing agreements. (See Yanich, 2011).
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Defining Critical 
Information Needs
The most important political 
office is that of the private citizen.

-Louis D. Brandeis,
Supreme Court Justice
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Method
Most people I've talked to are 
convinced that they're not 
getting valuable information 
from news media anymore. I'm 
not talking about tinfoil-hatters 
either, these are intelligent 
people who believe their news 
media has failed them.

–Drew Curtis, 
founder, Fark.com
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Findings
Our job is only to hold up the 
mirror - to tell and show the 
public what has happened.

          -Walter Cronkite
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Discussion
The press is the best instrument 
for enlightening the mind of 
man, and improving him as a 
rational, moral and social being. 

                       – Thomas Jefferson
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Information 
Level: 

Episode/
Surveillance 

Story Length: 
Shorter 

Duration 

Mode: 
Anchor 

Presented 
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Conclusion
Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it's the only thing that 
ever has.

          -Margaret Mead,   
scientist
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